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data-retrieval aspects is not a simple matter.  Its dynam-
ics will.bring to light many questions that could not be
treated by this Panel.  Therefore, it is essential that
there be a mechanism for continued advice and evaluation
of progress as the various steps toward a high-caliber
USSS are carried out.

The Panel, therefore, concluded that a working group
on the USSS be established (Recommendation 6), perhaps
under the aegis of the Committee on Seismology, to repre-
sent the various interested parties on earthquake observa-
tions in the United States.  The title "Working Group" is
deliberately chosen, because what is needed is not a series
of recommendations and a formal report but a series of
workshops in which members of the Panel, chosen for their
special experience and knowledge, have an opportunity to
discuss, debate, and advise on developments of the whole
system.  Earlier in this report, the Panel has suggested
a number of matters that need consideration by this working
group.

The working group should include members of the USGS
associated with the Office of Earthquake Studies and, par-
ticularly, digital facilities and analysis; seismologists
involved with regional networks and university research
groups; and scientists from the federal agencies concerned
with earthquake monitoring, such as the Department of
Energy and the Department of Defense, and with data manage*-
ment and distribution.  It would seem advisable for this
working group to make a presentation on its progress at
least annually to the Committee on Seismology.

9.3  INCREASED FUNDING OF A U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY DIGITAL
ANALYSIS FACILITY

The largest group of seismologists in the United States
are now employed by the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS).
This group includes seismologists with extensive experience
in seismological observatory work.  In particular, the
Branch of Global Seismology has successfully undertaken
the operation in the last few years of the global seismo-
graph networks (see Figure 2.1) and the exchange and analy-
sis of global earthquake data, including that from new
digital recording stations.  The Albuquerque Seismological
Laboratory, part of the Branch of Global Seismology, is
responsible for the design, deployment, and maintenance
of digital seismological stations and arrays both within
the United States and as part of the global earthquake